with the option of including personalised notes. This is the equivalent of carrying a peer-reviewed search engine on paediatric anaesthesia around in your briefcase. If the previous edition of Gregory's Pediatric Anesthesia is on the department bookshelf, it is time to upgrade. This book will rapidly become an essential part of the department's electronic resources and a useful starting point for presentations or tutorials.
It is inevitable that some readers may miss their favourite topics in this volume, find some information has been recently superseded or feel the North American bias may not suit their particular context. These are inevitable consequences of textbooks in general and encyclopaedic tomes in particular. Perhaps the next step for Gregory's Pediatric Anesthesia, and other textbooks, will be to offer a subscription to a text that is continuously updated by contributors.
D. a. sainsBuRy The first edition of this book was published in 2007 and I have heard many new registrars give glowing testimonials of this first publication. Apparently it proved to be of immense help to those just out of medical school.
With this in mind, I eagerly agreed to review the second edition and was not disappointed. One of the book's major strengths is that it was adapted to Australian conditions. The layout and contents are exceptionally well-suited to junior doctors dealing with acutely unwell patients in the Australian working milieu.
The Medical Emergency Team system is now well and truly established in Australian and New Zealand hospitals and this book is an absolute must for every member of the Medical Emergency Team. Clear and rational thinking is often a challenge during emergencies. The logical and problem-orientated approach of this book would be invaluable during these stressful periods. The aim of early warning systems is to ensure physicians with appropriate experience and expertise get to the bedside of the deteriorating patient. As a result, I strongly urge all senior doctors to acquire a copy of this book as many are so accustomed to managing patients only after they have been assessed by juniors. No senior physician would enjoy the experience of being found to be lacking as the primary carer, should they encounter an acutely deteriorating patient.
Information in this book is comprehensive in nature and covers an extensive variety of topics. The book provides a logical approach to the acutely unwell patient and ensures that vital history, physical signs, investigations or other relevant data are not overlooked. The authors thankfully refrain from elaborate and exhaustive treatment options that attempt to include all possible published literature. This results in invaluable assistance during highpressure scenarios and also provides enjoyable and informative reading away from emergencies.
The authors should be congratulated for their work on this book and we need to encourage similar high quality publications that are applicable to local standards and working conditions. This is an extremely comprehensive theoretical analysis of the individual, team and organisational contributions to crisis evolution and crisis management in acute healthcare settings. The writing team consists of a critical care physician and three psychologists, all of whom have a longstanding interest in this area. The book is divided into four parts: basic principles of errors, complexity and human behaviour; factors underpinning human behaviour; the human factors involved in team processes; and organisational influences on the performance of healthcare providers. There is a wealth of information in each chapter, with each chapter written to be stand-alone, without knowledge of the previous chapters and with basic concepts explained only once and then crossreferenced. This is a book to be digested one chapter at a time and even experienced practitioners would find new information here.
Every anaesthetic department library should have a copy of this text. It would also be a useful reference for postgraduate courses on human factors in healthcare, including simulation-based courses that explore this
